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Current Research Project: 

Normal pregnancy is associated with endothelial cell changes in calcium signaling and nitric oxide 
(NO) production which lead to vasodilation. Direct imaging of the human umbilical vein endothelial 
(HUVE) cells in situ demonstrates calcium responses and associated nitics oxide production. The 
purpose of my study is to demonstrate, in preeclampsia, if there is a decreased ability of the 
endothelial cell to signal calcium responses and no nitric oxide production, therefore, diminishing 
normal vasodilation. 
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